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His need was not to scrap his preferences lest they becloud his prospects,
but rather to pursue the policies he sought and fend off those he didn't —
with strategies that took the prospects into full account.

Richard E. Neustadt (1990: xii)

Instead, because of the clear importance to presidents of public opinion and
the views of organized constituencies, those with responsibilities in these
areas become key participants in many policy debates. Under such
circumstances, it seems reasonable to at least raise concerns about the
breath and depth of the policy advice that ultimately reaches president.
Karen M. Hult (2000: 33)
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The First Two Years of the Chen Shui-bian

Administration around the 2001 Elections

Cheng-Feng Shih
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Abstract

Even though Chen Shui-bian won the presidential election in 2000, he failed to
receive the mandate of the majority of the voters. As a result, the process to transform
his electoral coalition into the governing coalition had not moved without hindrances,
especially the legislative one. Accordingly, the 2001 elections would not only decide
the sphere of influence in the next presidential election, but also determine legislative
alignments for the Chen Shui-bian in his second half of the term. In this paper, we will
with observations of political configurations before the elections. Then, intra-camp
competitions within the Pan-Green and the Pan Blue will be analyzed. Third, we will
look into he so-called “Combat Cabinet” installed after the elections. Fourth, some
preliminary assessment of the Chen Shui-bian administration’ s performance will be
given Finally, we will provide some thoughts on how electoral systems and
constitutional arrangements as well need to be adjusted in order to arrive at robust

political institutions for political competitions.

Key words : Shui-bian administration, 2001 elections, combat cabinet
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