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The Impacts of Minority Government on the

Executive-Legislative Interactions in Taiwan
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Abstract

Since the new government born from 2000 presidential election in Taiwan, its
presidency and the Legislative Yuan’ s majority seats have been under different parties’
control. Meanwhile, it is the first time in Taiwan that the president and the Legislative
Yuan’ s majority belong to different parties. Under this situation, it becomes a vague
zone on the issue that Taiwan’ s constitutional system should be considered to be “dual
leadership system that close to presidential system,” or “dual leadership system that
close to cabinet system.” As a matter of fact, according to the consensus reached by
the KMT and the DDP in the National Development Council held in 1996, the
constitutional device for government system was aimed at the “improved dual
leadership system”.

Nevertheless, Taiwan’s government system should still have the “alternating”
mechanism after 1997 constitutional revision. If the president’ s party can control the
Legislative Yuan’s majority seats, the system should be close to the presidential
system. On the other hand, if the president’s party can not take hold on the
Legislative Yuan’s majority seats, the system can only be effectively operated under
the cabinet system to assure the government’s effective operation and political
stability.

In a minority government, it is highly possible that the majority party, serving the
role of the oppositional party; dominates the policy-making process; however, the
minority cannot dominate the policy-making process despite that it is a ruling party.
Therefore, to help the government’ s well operation, to maintain political stability, and
to get support from the Legislative Yuan’s majority party, “coalition government” can
be a less better choice though it may weakened the president’ s power. In reality, the
interactions between the Executive Yuan and the Legislative Yuan are always filled
with conflicts and confrontations. This condition could persist unless the Legislative

Yuan’ s majority party or party coalition could take control of the Executive Yuan
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under the current system.

With the experiences that the minority government could not work well in the
past three years, it shows that Taiwan government’ s system becomes cripple if it is run
under a presidential system where the President’s party cannot dominate the
policy-making process in the Legislative Yuan. To date, since there is no any party
dominating majority in the Legislative Yuan, there is a need for a coalition
government to assure the political stability and hence put the government system into

good operation.

Key words: minority government, coalition government, rule by the many,

presidential system
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